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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in response to the communication filed on September 
30, 2003- Claims 1-15 are currently pending in this 
application. Claims 1-15 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 

of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections 

under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, 
published under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United 
States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 8-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Bruce Barrows (2004/0122781 Al) herein after 

referenced as Barrows. 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the 

instant application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. 

filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 



under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1 
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02(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 
1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the 
reference was derived from the inventor of this application 
and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an 
appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

As Per Claim 8: 
Barrows discloses: 

The claim stating: A method for balancing a mail run 
comprised of a plurality of mail pieces assembled on an 
automated high speed mail production apparatus, the method 
comprising, [{abstract}, mail pieces. are formed on an inserter 
machine] : 

The claim stating: dividing the mail run into defined 
subsets, [{pg.2, 0014}, considering a subset of mail pieces]; 

The claim stating: accounting for a disposition of mail 
pieces processed in the mail production apparatus, [{pg.l, 
0011}, automatically account for discrepancies]; 

The claim stating: identifying gaps in the subsets where 
the disposition of one or more mail pieces is unaccounted for, 
[{pg.2, 0014} considering a subset of mail pieces to identify 
gaps] ; 
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The claim stating: determining that a completed subset does 
not include identified gaps, [{pg.2, 0014}, identifies gaps and 
each are accounted for] ; and 

The claim stating: submitting the completed subset for 
delivery prior to finishing balancing for all subsets in the 
mail run, [{0046, pg.3}, once messages from control system are 
located from meter, print indicia, then send out] . 

As Per Claim 9: 
Barrows discloses : 

The claim stating: comprising the steps of: determining 
whether a downstream subset, processed prior to the completed 
subset, has one or more unresolved gaps, [{pg.2, 0049-0052}, 
shows the process in which gaps are found and accounted for] ; 
and 

The claim stating: if the downstream subset has one or more 
unresolved gaps, then delaying the step of submitting the 
completed subset for delivery until the downstream subset's gaps 
are resolved, [{0041, pg.2}, the process identifies gaps, once 
gaps are accounted for corrections are made then move to next 
process] 
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As Per Claim 10: 
Barrows discloses : 

The claim stating: including the steps of: assigning a 
sequence of identification numbers to the mail pieces in the 
mail run, [{pg.2, 0031}, the code can comprise a bar-code]; and 

The claim stating: wherein the step of identifying gaps in 
the subsets includes identifying one or more identification 
numbers of the sequence that are missing, [{pg.2, 0031}, sheets 
are coded, and the code can comprise a bar-code] . 

As Per Claim 11: 
Barrows discloses : 

The claim stating: wherein the step of accounting for the 
disposition of mail pieces includes accounting for items 
manually repaired by an operator and items that are misprocessed 
or damaged and require reprocessing, [{pg.l, 0010}, meter 
balancing which is information needed to be reconciled and 
entered manually] and [{0011}, pg.l}, automatically account for 
discrepancies] . 

As Per Claim 12 : 
Barrows discloses : 
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The claim stating: A method for balancing a mail run 
comprised of a plurality of mail pieces assembled on an 
automated high speed mail production apparatus, the method 
comprising, [{abstract}, mail pieces are formed on an inserter 
machine] : 

The claim stating: dividing the mail run into defined 
subsets, [{pg.2, 0014}, considering a subset of mail pieces]; 

The claim stating: accounting for a disposition of mail 
pieces processed in the mail production apparatus, [{pg.l, 
0011}, automatically account for discrepancies]; 

The claim stating: identifying gaps in the subsets where 
the disposition of one or more mail pieces is unaccounted for, 
[{pg.2, 0014}, considering a subset of mail pieces to identify 
gaps]; 

The claim stating: providing a real-time indication of 
identified gaps during assembly of the mail run by the mail 
production apparatus, [{abstract}, identifies gaps display in 
real-time (0042)]; and 

The claim stating: resolving the disposition of identified 
gaps during assembly of the mail run by the mail production 
apparatus, [{abstract}, gathered information is incomplete 
creating a need for automatic balancing] ; and 
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The claim stating: updating the accounting of mail piece 
dispositions based on the resolved gaps, [{abstract}, 
automatically balancing of mail processing accounts] . 

As Per Claim 13: 

Barrows discloses : 

The claim stating: comprising the steps of: determining 
that a completed subset does not include identified gaps, 
[{pg.2, 0014}, identifies gaps and each are accounted for]; and 

The claim stating: submitting the completed subset for 
delivery prior to finishing balancing for all subsets in the 
mail run, [{0046, pg.3}, once messages from control system are 
located from meter, print indicia, then send out] . 

As Per Claim 14: 
Barrows discloses : 

The claim stating: comprising the steps of: determining 
whether a downstream subset, processed prior to the completed 
subset, has one or more unresolved gaps, [{pg.2, 0049-0052}, 
shows the process in which gaps are found and accounted for] ; 
and 

The claim stating: if the downstream subset has one or more 
unresolved gaps, then delaying the step of submitting the 
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completed subset for delivery until the downstream subset's gaps 
are resolved, [{0041, pg.2}, the process identifies gaps, once 
gaps are accounted for corrections are made then move to next 
process] 

As Per Claim 15 : 
Barrows discloses : 

The claim stating: including the steps of: assigning a 
sequence of identification numbers to the mail pieces in the 
mail run, [{pg.2, 0031}, the code can comprise a bar-code]; and 

The claim stating: wherein the step of identifying gaps in 
the subsets includes identifying one or more identification 
numbers of the sequence that are missing, [{pg.2, 0031}, sheets 
are coded, and the code can comprise a bar-code] . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 
this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is 
not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
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matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Bruce Barrows; (2004/0122781 Al) , herein 

after referenced as Barrows. 

As Per Claim 1 : 

Barrows discloses: 

The claim stating: a method for balancing a mail run, 
[{abstract}, automatic balancing of mail] comprised of a 
plurality of mail pieces assembled on an automated high speed 
mail production apparatus, [{abstract}, mail pieces are formed 
on an inserter machine], the method comprising: 

The claim stating: dividing the mail run into defined 
subsets, [{pg.2, 0014}, considering a subset of mail pieces]; 

The claim stating: accounting for a disposition of mail 
pieces processed in the mail production apparatus, [{pg.l, 
0011}, automatically account for discrepancies]; 

The claim stating: identifying gaps in the subsets wherein 
the disposition of one or more mail pieces is unaccounted for, 
[{pg.2, 0014} considering a subset of mail pieces to identify 
gaps] ; 

Barrows doesn't explicitly disclose: 
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The claim stating: stopping the mail production apparatus 
if a predetermined number of subsets include identified gaps. 

However Barrows teaches on page 3, 0044, that meter 
register is stopped by control system if values (gaps) are 
incorrect. This suggests that although the stopping process 
happens while after the register report, Barrows adds that in 
some circumstances stopping occurs when running, page 3, 0044. 
One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made would have found, it obvious to include a meter register 
that stops during mail production after the subsets have been 
identified as gaps within the system taught by Barrows with the 
motivation of stopping the mail production based on the 
identified gaps (0044.) . 

As Per Claims 2 

Barrows discloses : 

The claim stating: comprising the steps of: determining 
that a completed subset does not include identified gaps, 
[{pg.2, 0014}, identifies gaps and each are accounted for]; and 

The claim stating: submitting the completed subset for 
delivery prior to finishing balancing for all subsets in the 
mail run, [{0046, pg.3}, once messages from control system are 
located from meter, print indicia, then send out] . 
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As Per Claim 3: 
Barrows discloses: 

The claim stating: comprising the steps of: providing a 
real-time indication of identified gaps during assembly of the 
mail run by the mail production apparatus, [{pg.3, 0042}, 
account balance compares piece count and postage in real-time] ; 

The claim stating: and resolving the disposition of 
identified gaps during assembly of the mail run by the mail 
production apparatus, [{abstract}, gathered information is 
incomplete creating a need for automatic balancing] ; and 

The claim stating: updating the accounting of mail piece 
dispositions based on the resolved gaps, [{abstract}, 
automatically balancing of mail processing accounts] . 

As Per Claim 4 
Barrows discloses : 

The claim stating: comprising the steps of: determining 
whether a downstream subset, processed prior to the completed 
subset, has one or more unresolved gaps, [{pg.2, 0049-0052}, 
shows the process in which gaps are found and accounted for] ; 
and 
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The claim stating: if the downstream subset has one or more 
unresolved gaps, then delaying the step of submitting the 
completed subset for delivery until the downstream subset's gaps 
are resolved, [{0041, pg.2}, the process identifies gaps, once 
gaps are accounted for corrections are made then move to next 
process] 

As Per Claim 5: 
Barrows discloses: 

The claim stating: including the steps of: providing a 
real-time indication of identified gaps during assembly of the 
mail run by the mail production apparatus, [{abstract}, 
identifies gaps display in real-time (0042)]; and 

The claim stating: resolving the disposition of identified 
gaps during assembly of the mail run by the mail production 
apparatus, [{abstract}, gathered information is incomplete 
creating a need for automatic balancing] ; and 

The claim stating: updating the accounting of mail piece 
dispositions based on the resolved gaps, [{abstract}, 
automatically balancing of mail processing accounts] . 

As Per Claim 6: 
Barrows discloses: 
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The claim stating: including the steps of: assigning a 
sequence of identification numbers to the mail pieces in the 
mail run, [{pg.2, 0031}, the code can comprise a bar-code]; and 

The claim stating: wherein the step of identifying gaps in 
the subsets includes identifying one or more identification 
numbers of the sequence that are missing, [{pg.2, 0031}, sheets 
are coded, and the code can comprise a bar-code] . 

As Per Claim 7 : 
Barrows discloses : 

The claim stating: wherein the step of accounting for the 
disposition of mail pieces includes accounting for items 
manually repaired by an operator and items that are misprocessed 
or damaged and require reprocessing, [{pg.l, 0010}, meter 
balancing which is information needed to be reconciled and 
entered manually] and [{0011}, pg.l}, automatically account for 
discrepancies] . 

Conclusion 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner 
Jon Bass can be reached at 
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(571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday through Friday. 

The fax number for the establishment where the application is 
being process is (571) 273-8300. 

If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any 
reason, the examiner's immediate supervisor, John Hayes can be 
reached at (571) 272-6708. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:// 
pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll free). 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



C/0 Technology Center 3600 





